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The Epistle from the Yearly Meeting held in 
London, by Adjournment from the 19th of the 
Fifth Month to the 27th of the! same, inclu- 
sive, 1886. 


To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends 
in Great Britain, [reland, amd Elsewhere. 


Dear Friends :—In once more assembling at our 
Yearly Meeting, our hearts have been raised in 
humble thanksgiving, in the view of the Lord’s 
continued and abounding goodness. What shall 
we render unto Him forall His benefits? Blessed 
are they that dwell in His love. In the paying of 
their vows they will be still praising Him. 

In the presence of sin and death the believer 
rests upon the revelation of God in Christ as the 
foundation of the hope, both sure and steadfast, 
that lays hold of the realities within the veil. The 
needs of fallen humanity are now as great as ever. 
The Church cannot presume to be wiser than her 
Lord, or to lose her hold upon those Scriptures 
which He has accredited as testifying of Himself. 
We accept with humble thanksgiving the gospel of 
the grace of God, as the one solvent of all the 
Problems of this life, and our one hope for that 
Which is to come. But the wisdom of God, dis- 
Played in the glorious provision for man’s redemp- 
tion in Jesus Christ, remains to be foolishness to 
the unrenewed mind. The words of the Redeemer 
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are universally applicable, ‘‘Ye must be born 
again.’” Depraved and corrupted in the fall the 
human heart cannot enlighten or cleanse itself. All 
conviction for sin is from the Spirit of God. He 
breaks up the false rest of the natural heart, that He 
may lead to that unfeigned repentance and living 
faithin which Christ is accepted both as the Sacrifice 
and the Sanctifier. How faithful are the wounds of 
such a friend! He opens the eye of the soul to see 
its guilt and wretchedness, that in deep self-distrust 
it may look unto Him who was lifted up for our 
transgressions, upon whom the Lord was pleased 
to lay the iniquity of usall.. In the redemption 
which is in Christ Jesus, God has for ever estab- 
lished His holy law; and as the believer is sealed 
by the Spirit of adoption, He is prepared to accept 
this law as the law of the Spirit of life which it is His 
joy to obey. ‘Grace reigns, through righteous- 
ness, unto eternal lite, by Jesus-Christ our Lord.” 

It has been through an experience such as this 
that the Lord’s faithful servants in this religious 
Society, have been, from generation to gene- 
ration for more than two centuries, brought to 
the settled conviction that our Lord Jesus Christ 
did not appoint any outward rite or ordinance of 
permanent obligation in His Church. We accept 
all His commands, in what we believe to be their 
true evangelical import, as absolutely conclusive. 
For obedience to His commands, ‘‘ Swear not at 
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all,”” ‘«* Love your enemies,’’ many of our Friends, 
in earlier and later times, on both sides of the At- 
lantic, have endured grievous sufferings, some even 
unto death. And in bearing our testimony to the 
disuse of outward ordinances, we desire all the 
more emphatically to declare our persuasion of the 
absolute necessity of the “one baptism’’ of the 
Holy Ghost and of fire, and of the true supper of 
the Lord. His declaration, ‘‘ He that eateth My 
flesh and drinketh My blood dwelleth in Me and I 
in him,’’ points to a most blessed experience. But 
it is an experience which no outward eating or 
drinking can ever reach or adequately represent. 
It must be a heart-work. His words become to us 
‘spirit and life,” in that spiritual communion 
in which the believer habitually rests upon the suf- 
ferings and death of his risen Lord; and, in an 
abiding act of faith and love, knows all his needs 
to be supplied from the fullness which is in Christ. 
For such a communion the Lord has made an 
abundant provision in the gift of His Holy Spirit. 
In the withdrawal of His bodily presence this blessed 
Comforter remains to the Church the gracious 
manifestation of the continued love, power, and 
REAL PRESENCE of her exalted King. Through Him 
the promises are fulfilled. He needs no ritual or 
outward service in administering the true supper of 
the Lord. ‘‘ Behold,” saith Christ, in all the direct- 
ness of His spiritual power, ‘‘I stand at the door 
and knock; if any man hear My voice and open 
the door, I will come in to him and will sup with 
him and he with Me.” We rejoice that our,brethren, 
both in these islands and on the other side of the 
Atlantic, are so generally united on these import- 
ant subjects. In times like the present, when the 
tendencies towards outward observances are so 
strong in many quarters, we believe it to be es- 
pecially necessary that this great testimony should 
be maintained in meekness, but with unwavering 
integrity, in the presence of the churches around us. 

In the concern which has been again awakened 
for the regular attendance of all our religious meet- 
ings, we have been afresh reminded how indispen- 
sable to the right exercise of our worship and min- 
istry is the practical recognition of the Headship 
and continued presence of Christ in His Church. 
He is the great High Priest, through whom alone 
we ‘* have access by one Spirit unto the Father.” 
No human priest or minister, or any outward ser- 
vice, can add to the all-availing efficacy of His sac- 
rifice and meditation. Worship is a privilege in 
which all are invited to join in devout self-presen- 
tation before the Lord. It is no proxy service. 
None can offer up his brother’s heart, nor can any 
one man or order of men worship for the rest. We 
value silence, not as an end, but as a means to- 
wards the attainment of theend. But let not the 
silence of our religious meetings be spent in in- 
dolence or vacant musing, but in that patient wait- 
ing in humble prayerful expectancy before the 
Lord. How often has this been graciously owned 
in our experience by the immediate ministry of the 
Holy Spirit, giving power to the faint, binding up 
the broken in beart, and applying the healing balm 


of the great Physician to the wounds of the dis. 
tressed soul. 

But we rejoice in our meetings for worship not 
only as times in which our hearts may be opened 
to these direct ministrations. They are opportuni- 
ties for the exercise of spiritual gifts conferred by 
the great Head of the Church on the various mem- 
bers of the body, whether servants or handmaids, 
dividing to each severally as He will. The preach. 
ing of the word, under right authority, isa divinely 
appointed means for the gathering in of souls, and 
for the building up of believers. The gift is very 
precious ; and its exercise, under the putting forth 
and direction of the Spirit of Christ, will ever be 
in harmony with the wants of the congregation. 
Dear brethren and sisters, whether elder or younger, 
who feel that you are called to this blessed service, 
suffer, we entreat you, the word of exhortation. 
Shrink not from the operation of the Lord’s hand 
upon you. Fear none of those things which you 
may suffer. ‘‘ He is like a refiner’s fire.” But 
His’ is ever a discipline of love to His believing 
children, that when He hath tried them they may 
be brought forth as gold. He would bring your 
wills into subjection, and mould your whole inner 
being according to His own gracious purposes, 
Study to show yourselves approved unto Him, 
workmen that need not to be ashamed. Let noth- 
ing lift you out of acontinual dependence upon 
your Lord. Remember His words, ‘‘ Without Me 
ye can do nothing.’? Think not that your gift 
raises you above your brethren. Never forget that 
the treasure is in an earthen vessel, and that you 
have nothing that you have not received. They 
know most of the joy of the Lord’s service who 
are kept near to Him in humility, meekness, and 
love. 


The information forwarded to this Meeting in 
usual course has gladdened our hearts, by the ev- 
dence thereby afforded: of the earnestness and dili- 
gence of so many of our members in First-day 
Schools, mothers’ meetings, and in many other de- 
partments of Christian service. We rejoice at the 
measure of blessing granted in connection with 
labors among the adult population, in some of out 
large cities and in rural neighborhoods. We desire 
that these earnest workers for the Lord may feel 
that they have the sympathy and prayers of their 
Friends. In your varied labors may you still give 
diligence to follow your Shepherd, and never to 
stray out of the hearing of His voice. The harvest 
is great, and we may at times be oppressed in the 
view ot its vastness ; but the work is not ours, but 
the Lord’s; and it is as each diligently occupies 
the place which He appoints that the service is 
fulfilled. 

But it is not merely in connection with duties 
more directly religious, that the Christian is called 
to prove the reality of his faith. As the temple of 
the Holy Ghost, his whole life must be consecrat 
to God. At home and in his family, as a parent, 
as a child, as a brother, as a sister, whether in the 
ordinary business of life, or in more public duty,— 
he must be a witness for Christ. The present 1s 4 
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day in which we enjoy, to a far larger extent than 
in earlier times, the privilege of free institutions ; 
but it is a privilege which brings with it grave re- 
sponsibilities. ‘‘He is’? emphatically ‘the free 
man whom the truth makes free;” and it is in the 
liberty which the truth gives from the bondage of 
the world, that the Christian can exercise, for the 
noblest purposes, the franchise of that glorious 
citizenship which is in heaven. Watching unto 
prayer, may we be prepared, in every great national 
crisis, to take our place, as Christian patriots, on 
the side of the unchangeable claims of truth, right- 
eousness and peace, and be preserved, amidst all 
popular agitations, in calm steadfastness, resting in 
the assurance that ‘‘ the Lord reigneth.”’ 

In expressing our thankfulness at the success of 
various efforts in favor of legislation in the cause of 
social purity, we desire to encourage an increased 
sense of individual responsibility on this deeply im- 
portant subject. Our Lord and Master enjoined 
purity, not of the outward conduct only, but also 
of the inmost thoughts. As ‘‘ followers of God,” 
may we have ‘‘no fellowship with the unfruitful 
works of darkness, but rather reprove them.’? 


The same general principle will equally apply to 
our whole lives and conversation. Set the Lord 


always before you ; do all as in His presence, and 
with reference to His approval., Keep, we entreat 
you, within the limits of Christian simplicity in 
your dress, your mode of living, and your personal 
habits of every kind. In your reading, companion- 
ships and recreations, allow yourselves nothing 


which would tend to weaken your allegiance to 
Christ, and on which you cannot ask His blessing. 
Such a course will not diminish, but will increase, 
your joy. No life can be more truly happy than a 
life devoted to God. 

Our correspondence has been continued as usual 
with our Yearly Meetings in Ireland and America. 
This correspondence, together with the presence of 
several dear Friends from America, Australasia, 
Norway and Syria, and the information furnished 
to this meeting from Friends there and in Ger- 
many, France and Turkey, have afresh tended to 
awaken our loving interest in them and their work. 
We especially feel for our brethren in Ireland under 
the peculiar circumstances in which they, along 
with so many of their countrymen, are placed. We 
know their feelings of deep loyalty to our beloved 
Queen, and have desired to encourage them in an 
attitude of confiding trust in God. Our prayers 
have been united with theirs, that it may please the 
Father of mercies so to guide the counsels of the 
tation, that the future, to which some are looking 
forward with grave apprehension, may tend to pro- 
mote the peace, and to cement the true union, of 
the two countries. 

_ Beloved Friends, —brethren and sisters, —‘* Con- 
tinue in prayer, and watch in the same with thanks- 
giving.” It is now, amidst the duties and the con- 
ficts of the present hour, that we are called ‘to 
labor; and blessed are they that wait and serve, 
faithful unto the end. We have especially desired 
that not only as Christians, in the brotherhood of 


churches, but as those who in the various meetings 
of Friends throughout the world are united by so 
many ties as members of the same household of 
faith, we may cherish all that would bring us nearer 
and nearer to our one Lord and Redeemer, and 
one unto another in His love. May we dwell 
much upon those precious portions of His truth in 
which He has permitted us to see eye toeye. Let 
them be held, not merely in an outward profession, 
but in the life and power of His Holy Spirit, and 
in love to Him who has bought us unto Himself. 
In all our service, let His glory be our only aim, 
and His Holy Spirit our one Teacher and Guide. 
May we be united in steadfast allegiance to our 
living Head, in that love which ‘‘suffereth long 
and is kind,” which, in faithfulness to the Master, 
produces tenderness and forbearance towards the 
servants; and which, in bringing us to realize our 
oneness in Him, leads to a deeper and deeper sense, 
that, in that oneness, all we are brethren. 
Signed in and on behalf of the Meeting, 
JoszrH Storrs Fry, 
Clerk to the Meeting this year. 
From The British Friend. 

AuTOBIOGRAPHY OF Geo. Fox. By Henry Stanley 

Newman. London: S. W. Partridge & Co., 9 

Paternoster Row, E. C.; Leominster: The Or- 

phans’ Printing Press, to aid 12 Broad St. 

Pp. 406. Price 6s. 

(Concluded from page 723.) 

‘¢ We cannot read George Fox’s Journal atten- 
tively without encountering another thought, and 
that is, that this Light which we prize so highly and 
recognize as the privilege of every believer, is not 
only the privilege of the believer, but lighteth every 
man that cometh into the world. This includes 
millions of heathen who have never heard of Christ. 
Practically, the light which was in them has become 
darkened, and they are in the dark, but the more 
we know of the heathen, the more we must recog- 
nize the glimmering of a Light among them that we 
cannot but regard as a gift from heaven. ‘ Seeking 
God, if haply they might feel after Him and find 
Him, though He is not far from each one of us,’ is 
surely no mere figure of speech respecting many a 
weary soul ‘sitting in darkness.’ ‘The light 
shineth in the darkness, and the darkness compre- 
hended it not.’ Paul expresses this thought when he 
says, ‘ That which may be known of God is mani- 
fest in them, for God manifested it unto them.’ 

‘¢ George Fox received from the same line of 
thought another strong consolation in his earnest 
pleading with souls, and that is, that this light is a 
‘ Witness’ for the truth in the hearts of those that 
hear. He appealed to men’s consciences, but he 
appealed still more to this Witness for truth; and 
we find multitudes acknowledge that there is in their 
hearts a Witness to the truth, even though they 
have not been obedient thereto. Christ speaks of 
this Witness in the 16th chapter of John, and shows 
clearly that the work of the Spirit is not only in 
His disciples, and that believers have no monopoly 
in this respect, but that this Holy Spirit ‘when He 
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is come will convict the world in respect of sin, and 
of righteousness, and of judgment.’ Thus, when 
George Fox went forth speaking the Truth, he was 
strengthened with the knowledge that the Spirit of 
God bore witness in men’s hearts to the truth he 
spoke, and this gave him, and gives us, courage and 
boldness in the enterprise of evangelizing the world. 

‘* While the Friends recognized this aspect of the 
truth, and rejoiced in it, it was the indwelling of 
the Spirit in the heart of the believer that consti- 
tuted their strength. ‘God with us,’ was to them 
a reality. It was the baptism of the Spirit they 
called men to, under this baptism they preached, 
and this baptism gave them their patient endurance 
and spirit of continuance. 

‘« There is not only a heavenly power ‘ working 
for righteousness’ in the world around us, but there 
is the presence of the abiding Comforter within us, 

Christ in us the hope of glory. He reveals Himself 
to His believing children mof as He reveals.Himself 
unto the world. He is indeed the Comforter whether 
in prison or in conflict, ‘ Whom the world cannot 
receive, for it beholdeth Him not, neither knoweth 
Him. Ye know Him, for He abideth with you, and 
shall be in you.’ This Comforter is given, Jesus 
tells us, én answer to prayer. It is the prerogative 


of no sect or class of men, but of those who are 
‘born again,’ ‘born of the Spirit.’’ There is no 
Jickleness in His working, but He is always the 
Spirit of Truth, and working for the truth. He does 
not come and go as a chance guest, but He adides 
with us for ever. Thus He does not move and guide 


sometimes only ; but at all times, in our meetings 
and out of meetings, wherever we are, and under 
all circumstances His presence is with us. We may 
‘tempt’ this Spirit as Ananias and Sapphira tempt- 
ed Him ; we may ‘grieve ’ this Spirit by our selfish- 
ness and sinfulness as many are grieving Him; we 
may ‘ resist ‘ this Spirit, for He is meek and lowly, 
though omnipotent; we may ‘ quench’ this Spirit 
by our wilful disobedience to His promptings, and 
thus suffer loss: His voice that at one time was 
clear may become less and less audible to us, nof 
that He is not speaking, but because our minds are 
‘so full of other voices that we fail to hear, and by 
-our inattention we have become deaf to this ¢ still 
small voice.’’ This indwelling Spirit is our GuipE 
to lead us into all Truth. He is our Teacher and 
claims us to be His patient scholars. He gives 
-energy to our intellect and inspires us with holy 
thoughts. He refreshes our memory, ‘ bringing to 
remembrance’ the words of our Saviour, and open- 
ing to us the Scriptures, so that words that at one 
time seemed meaningless become words of life 
sparkling with messages from God. He prompts 
and directs'us to noble deeds of kindliness to our 
fellowmen. If any man lack wisdom let him ask, 
and the Spirit of Wisdom shall be given him, and 
he that follows in the little shall be made ruler over 
.more, It is not without a fullness of purpose that 
Holy Scripture so often speaks of the BAPTISM of 
the Spirit as something that we are ‘to enter into’ 
as well as something that enters into us.. This was 
the ‘ PROMISE of the Father,’ not to apostles only, 
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but to ‘a// that are afar off, even as many as 
Lord our God shall call.’ ° 

‘«Let us carefully note in the Acts of the Apos. 
tles what was the effect of this baptism on the early 
Church, for the like effects may be our own if we 
accept the same baptism and enter into the same 
privileges dy faith. This baptism conferred on 
them ‘ power ;’ it introduced them into personal 
‘ holiness ;’ it made them ‘ bold’ where before they 
were cowards ; it made them ‘ wise and discerning’ 
so that they recognized who were false professors ; it 
made them liberal-hearted, ‘ joyous’ and ‘ united,’ 
so that they did eat their meat with ‘ gladness in 
singleness of heart.’ The fruits of this Spirit are 
‘love, joy, and peace.’ Those who are sealed by 
this Spirit are restrained from evil, kept and gar. 
risoned by the power of God, as well as constr atned 
by the love of Christ to work for the winning of 
souls. 

‘¢ This was the truth to which tens of thousands 
of the ‘ Children of Light’ gathered; this was the 
goodly inheritance they were willing to suffer for, 
but not to part with. Upon this basis their churches 
were gathered in England and in America to wait 
upon the Lord and renew their strength. The 
whole theory of Church order which George Fox 
established was this government of the Spirit of 
Christ in all the assemblies of His people. He ap- 
pealed to it continually, and argued that of the in- 
crease of that government there shall be no end. 
To the present day there is no voting in our Church 
assemblies, there is no distinction of clergy and 
laity, but as brethren and sisters we sit down to- 
gether under the presidency of the Spirit of Christ, 
His presence is a reality, and His control abun. 
dantly satisfactory. We condemn not those who 
differ from us, we only claim to maintain this privi- 
lege ourselves, and invite others to partake of it 
with us. The man of the world may come in 
among us, for all our meetings for worship are 
public, but if the congregation is rightly gathered 
under the one High Priest, the secrets of that 
worldly man’s heart will be made manifest unto 
him, and many a time he will be ready to fall down 
on his face and worship God, declaring that God 
is among us indeed. This is our aim, we may not 
always attain it; we are weak and insufficient of 
ourselves, but we are not forsaken of God. 


«« Christians of every name will gladly acknowl- 
edge that there is room to-day, and an earnest 
needs-be, for the faithful maintenance of such a 
testimony to the truth as it is in Jesus. An ancient 
historian observed that ‘a kingdom is best pre- 
served and advanced by the same means by w 
it was first founded ;’ and the Society of Friends to- 
day stands fast on the foundation on which it was 
first established through the instrumentality of 


George Fox, and will so stand, we trust, in its ap- ‘J 


pointed lot among its sister churches, till the end 
of the days.” 

THE foolish virgins made a great blaze with their 
lamps; which yet, by their going out, appeared to 


“want o#/. 
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A few additional notes relative to the meetings 
of Friends on the Continent of Europe may be of 
interest to the readers of the Friends’ Review. Our 
brethren in Norway continue to feel the blank 
caused by the death of Endré Dahl, and would be 
very glad if some Friend in affluent circumstances 
over the seas felt it in his heart to purchase E. D.'s 

Jeasant house at Stavanger, to reside there occa- 
sionally, and to allow it to be used as a centre and 
support to various efforts for the welfare of this 
little section of the church and the spread of our 
principles in that land. The school at Stavanger 
jsenabled to keep up its useful work, with the aid 
of a yearly subscription from the Meeting for Suf- 
ferings, which is muchappreciated. It at present con- 
tains about twenty boarders, the children of Friends, 
living in the country, and from twenty to thirty 
day-scholars, the parents of whom are generally 
attenders of the meeting. In the large town of 
Bergen the number of Friends is so reduced that it 
isnow become very difficult to keep up the meet- 
ing. In Christiania (the capital city) one person, 
a tradesman in good position, has been for many 
years in the regular practice of sitting down with 
his family at home to wait upon and worship God. 
He appears to have owed this to the influence 
of his late wife, who was, we believe, an English 
Friend. 

The condition of Friends in Germany is still at 
alow ebb, and we are sorry to say there seems very 
little sign of encouragement at present. Their dif- 
ficulties are not lessened by the arbitrary military 
laws of the Empire, which have resulted in the 
expatriation of many of the most promising young 
men—amongst whom there are a few who are more 
or less connected with our Society. In Stuttgardt 
(Bavaria) a German advocate, who desires to ac- 
quaint himself with the principles of Friends, has 
written to the Society in England inquiring for in- 
mation. 

We turn with a sense of agreeable contrast and 
relief to the meeting held in Constantinople, be- 
cause this appears from all accounts to be increas- 
ing in numbers, and to be favored with a good de- 
gree of life and Christian activity, for which we 
may feel thankful. The attendance during the past 
twelve months has varied from sixty to- one hun- 
dred and twenty. A Bible-class is regularly held 
and well attended. In an epistle which we have 
lately received from this little company they remark 
that the part taken by some of their Friends in 
vocal ministry is felt to be very encouraging. But 
they appreciate highly the ‘silent moments ’’ spent 
in their meetings, as ‘‘ affording opportunities for 
tach individual soul to draw nigh to God through 
Jesus Christ.” ‘« Hence it is,’’ they continue, ‘ that 
we have not desired singing in our meetings or 
Bible-classes.”” They do not appear to forget the 
welfare of absent members, but having two of their 


Dumber residing in a distant province they sent 


a simple letter of Christian greeting. 
London, Sixth mo. rsth, 1886, 


DUBLIN YEARLY MEETING. 

The Meeting of Ministers and Elders assembled 
Fourth month 27th, Visitors ipresent were Jehu and 
Sarah W. Newlin, from Baltimore; Robert W. 
Douglas, from Indiana; Isaac Sharp, Walter Lean, 
Jane Miller and Hannah M. Crosland, from London 
Yearly Meeting. One minister had been recorded and 
one resigned during the year. The whole number of 
ministers in Ireland is 35; 21 men and 14 women, 
Of these, 16 are in Ulster, 11 in Leinster, and 8 in 
Munster. There are in all 88 elders; 44 men and 44 
women ; 33 in Ulster, 37 in Leinster, and 18 in Munster, 

The reports contained some hopeful features, giving 
evidence of spiritual life. A considerable number of 
Friends in each of the three provinces have taken part 
in the vocal exercises in meetings for worship, and 
some of these with others are usefully engaged in 
evangelistic work, Several of the recorded ministers 
are aged, and few take part in service beyond their 
own meetings, 

The Yearly Meeting assembled on Fourth day 
morning, Fourth month 28th. George Wood, from 
England, was present as a visiting minister, in addition 
to those above mentioned, 

George Grubb was re-appointed Clerk, with Elias 
H. Bell and Henry J. Allen, Assistant Clerks, Epistles 
were received from the Yearly Meetings in the United 
States; also letters from Friends in Syria and Mada- 
gascar. 

A discussion occurred on the action of a Committee 
which, in First month last, decided to take no action 
in regard to sending a memorial to the British Govern- 
ment on the proposed legislation for Ireland A 
Minute was made approving the decision of the Com- 
mittee. Several of the Epistles from other Yearly 
Meetings were then read. ‘ 

On Fifth-day, 29th, the reading of the Epistles was 
continued, with remarks upon their contents. R. W. 
Douglas, in reply to a question respecting an allusion 
in one of them to “singing the songs of Zion,” said 
that it was pretty gefierally practiced in all the Yearly 
Meetings in America. It is most generally done as a 
personal religious duty. Each one does it on his own 
responsibility. If one who is gifted in the power of 
song commences a hymn, it is very often joined in by 
others in the meeting. So far as he knew, none of 
their ministers announce a hymn, as is done by other 
churches, Some meetings do not engage much in 
singing, not because it is “frowned down upon,” but 
because the gift does not appear to be there. 

He also said, in regard to the re-affirmation of 
Friends’ views on the Ordinances, that, from his knowl- 
edge, but two or three out of 200 ministers of his own 
Yearly Meeting have acted as other bodies of Chris- 
tians, and these only do so as it were privately. The 
Society, as a whole, is sound in its view on the subject. 
They do not want Friends on this side of the Atlantic 
to suppose they have forgotten the grand records of 
the past. Principles never change. The application 
of these principles may change from age to age. One 
reason a he liked Quakerism so well was its adapta- 
tion to all the great work of the Church, Circum- 
stances here and in America are very different. “ You 
should not be discouraged when hearing of our suc- 
cesses. I hope the Friends here will not adopt any 
wrong view of the state of things with us from the few 
statements, often greatly exaggerated, of the actions of 
some over-zealous meetings or individuals.” 

A Committee was appointed to draft letters for Syria, 
India, Madagascar, and Norway, It was stated that 
the Epistle addressed last year to “all who bear the 
name of Friends in Canada” was forwarded. Two 
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Epistles were received in reply ; one signed by How- 
ard Nicholson as Clerk, the other by Adam Spencer. 
Both were read; and, after some discussion, it was 
concluded best to write no Epistle to Canada this year. 

On Sixth-day, 30th, three Friends were appointed 
to prepare a petition in support of a motion introduced 


into Parliament by Sir J. W. Pease, against the growth 
of opium in India. 








and Elders was read, and elicited comments from 
several present. A Minute was adopted calling the 
attention of Monthly Meetings to that portion of the 
report referring to those who speak in meetings but 
are not recorded. 

The Annual Statistical Return was read; showing 
the number of registered members to be 2,835. The 
increase, by birth, removal and admission (36) was, 
during the year, 130; decrease, by death, removal and 
resignation, &c., 129; the result being a gain of one. 
Attenders of meetings (not including children) are 
578; of whom 495 are in Ulster. It was stated that 
the statistics from 1862 to the present time show that, 
while the population in Ireland has greatly decreased, 
the Society has held its ground, while all other churches 
except, perhaps, the Methodist, have declined if 
numbers. This was supposed to be accounted for by 
the additions to the Society in Ulster. 

A Minute from Munster Quarterly Meeting referred 
to the number of members who have practically with- 
drawn, The remark was made that this must tend to 
lower the value of membership inthe Society. A 
Friend from Australia said that there they had a 
much worse state of things. A Minute was adopted 
calling attention to the existing rule on fhe subject. 

Seventh-day, the consideration of the state of the 
Society was entered upon. Reference was made to 
the difference of circumstances between Ulster and 
the other provinces. In Ulster there is a field for 
Christian work, and Friends there are alive to their 
responsibilities. In two meetings in Munster, also, 
there has been a great change for the better. En- 
couraging words were said for those engaged in pro- 
claiming the Gospel. There has been a remarkable 
work of grace at Bessbrook; where there is a Young 
Men's and also a Young Women’s Christian Associa- 
tion, largely composed of Friends. 

Second-day, the consideration of the Reports was 
resumed, Remarks were made at length by Henry 
Bell, J. Adair, George Wood, R. W. Douglas, J. R. 
Wigham, J. N. Richardson, William Thompson, 
Henry Wigham, T. W. Fisher, and others, 

In the afternoon, women Friends being present, the 
Report of the Committee on Home Missions was read 
and considered. Besides others who spoke upon the 
the subject, Isaac Sharp said the report was to him a 
pleasant one, and he believed a blessing would be 
found in continuing the work. He did earnestly de- 
sire that the /oving hearts which are here may be 
made willing hearts. He once met a Moravian mis- 
sionary, far away from his home with its comforts and 
attractions, an intelligent, well-educated man. A few 
minutes afterwards he saw him with his apron on go- 
ing to milk the goats. As one knew only German 
and the other English, they could not talk much, but 
he gave his photograph, with the words from Isaiah 
on the back, “Here am I, send me.” If there are 
any young friends here to-day in whose hearts there is 
a struggle, may it end by placing them fully on the 
Lord's side, to their own souls’ peace and to His praise. 

A Minute was then adopted re-appointing the Com- 
mittee, with a few alterations, and commending the 


work to the sympathy of Friends in their various 
meetings, 
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The Report from the Yearly Meeting of Ministers 
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A Minute of Dublin Monthly Meeting was read on 
behalf of Richard Allen, an Elder, deceased, 

On Third-day, the expenditure for ministers travel. 
ling being before the meeting, Isaac Sharp said he 
was glad the subject took such hold of the minds of 
Friends. Perhaps there was-no Friend living who 
had drawn so largely on the national exchequer, often 
with humbling to himself. The question was not 
whether there was any objection felt by the friends a 
home, but whether the work undertaken was of the 
Lord, He learned many lessons in America, he knew 
of some who had gone forth in the strength of the 
Lord, leaving not a dollar behind them. He sympa 
thized most fully with the desire expressed just now, 
that many more who could not pay their own ex. 
penses would be sent forth, and that the Church 
should willingly pay their expenses. 

Reports from the Educational Conference and on 
the Use and Sale of Intoxicating Drinks were read, 
It appears that in Dublin twenty members are en. 
gaged in the trade in alcoholic liquors; in Cork, only 
one member is so occupied. In Dublin, by request, 
a Wesleyan minister gave an address to our members 
on the subject. 

F. Green thought it was rather a cause for shame 
that we should have to call in a stranger to instruct 
us, and he also felt it a disgrace to us to be so far be. 
behind the Methodists, who will not allow any mem- 
ber of their communion who: has anything to do with 
the trade to hold any office in their Church. 

E. H. Bell hoped we shall be ever ready to hear 
the members of other Churches, who may be engaged 
in advocating any right question. ; 

At the Annual Meeting of the Total Abstinence 
Association, held on Sixth day evening, there was a 
large gathering, and very interesting addresses were 
delivered, 

Third-day afternoon, the report of the Meeting on 
Foreign Missions, held the previous evening, was 
read. Samuel Baker, from India, gave particulars of 
the work carried on there by Friends. R. J. Davidson, 
who has been accepted by Friends’ Foreign Mission 
Association as a missionary to China, narrated how he 
was led to offer himself forthe work, = 

Sir J. Barrington reported on the subscription opened 
last Yearly Meeting towards aiding the distress in the 
Arran Islands. Another appeal was made to Friends 
to replenish the fund, as at least £200 more will be 
required, : ; : 

A draft of an Epistle to Friends in America was 
read and approved, j 

Third-day evening, reports from the Quarterly 
Meetings on Peace were read, with comments from 
Isaac Sharp, R. W. Douglas, Forster Green, Walter 
Lean, Thomas Green, Frederic Wood, and others. 

The Clerk then read a Minute which he had pre- 
pared, embodying the exercise of the meeting, and 
reminded Friends that, as proposed, the remainder of 
the sitting was intended to be a time of prayerful 
waiting upon God, in view of the present great crisis 
as regards the government of this country. _ 

A deeply solemn time succeeded, in which many 
vocal prayers ascended. Several portions of Scripture 
were read by different Friends appropriate to the 0c 
casion, Various communications were also made. It 
was felt to be a memorable occasion, in which the 
unity and harmony of true Gospel fellowship were 
realized.—Abridged from The (London) Friend. 





THosE who are the most susceptible of sympathy 
for the afflictions of others, are not the most apt t0 
complain of their own. 
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PoULTRY ON THE FARM.—To keep poultry on 
the farm is economical ; yet how often do we hear 
farmers, in the more closely settled, small farm dis- 
tricts, say that hens ‘‘are a nuisance and turkeys 
are past endurance, running all over creation.” 
When a farmer keeps a herd of cows and other 
farm animals, there is always room for a stock of 
poultry of one or several kinds. Almost every 
family feels the necessity of keeping a pig or two, 
in order that the refuse and house slops may be 
utilized. In the same sense fowls are valuable; 
they are scavengers of the farm, and gather and de- 
stroy large quantities of noxious insects, No class 
of fowls requires very much room on the farm, but 
they do require some room and attendance, and 
they may be kept in such a shiftless manner that 
they will be found unprofitable and a ‘ nuisance.” 
A variety of poultry can be kept, provided they 
have the run of the barnyard and a partial run of 
the orchard and grounds; but they should be so 
kept and trained as to prevent ravages on crops in 
the garden and fields. Turkeys, ducks, geese and 
hens may be kept the season through without occu- 
pying room available for any other purpose; but 
some care should be observed in providing for 
ducks and geese, that they may not foul the water 
required for the stock, or make themselves a nui- 
sance in any other manner. 

Young chickens and turkeys will require some 
attention and care for the first few weeks of their 


existence; after that they are able and may be 
trusted to care for themselves to a considerable ex- 


tent. Poultry may be raised while the hens are 
kept producing eggs all summer, with little or no 
outlay for grain. Sour milk is one of the best of 
egg producers and for young poultry. There are 
many other articles of refuse on the farm which can 
be most profitably used in the maintenance of fowls. 
Adopting this view, there is no reason why farmers 
may not indulge in the luxuries of fresh eggs daily 
during the summer, as well as nice, fresh poultry, 
more than they do. It would save the butcher’s 
bill, besides giving a tender, healthful and nourish- 
ing quality of meat, which is a great thing in these 
days of high priced and tough beef. I know the 
natural propensity of the farmer and his family to 
sell all the eggs for groceries, or cash to be hoarded, 
or for household expenses. Too often the farmer 
sells his poultry to the butcher or sends it to mar- 
ket, and his family do with salt pork and beef put 
up in the fall and winter. This is ‘“‘ penny wise 
and pound foolish.” I know farmers who very sel- 
dom buy fresh butcher’s meat, but live on salt pork 
for their meat, and still they possess all the conve- 
niences for producing a large supply of poultry and 
eggs, and are well able, financially, to have their 
tables supplied with these healthy luxuries. In- 
stead, only a few chickens are raised annually, and 
the eggs and surplus fowls are sold to the market- 
man, to the detriment of the health of their chil- 
dren and families.—_W. HY. White, in Country 
Gentleman. 
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EVERY SEASON nearly some new method of fight- 
ing the potato bug is announced. For ourselves 
we ask nothing better than Paris green. This is 
effectual when properly applied. Some days ago 
we discovered that the ‘‘bugs’? were at it in 
earnest. We procured some Paris green and plas- 
ter, mixed them in the proportion of about one to 
sixty parts respectively, and mixed them thoroughly. 
We obtained a long can, with a finely perforated 
bottom, and into it put the mixture. A slight twist 
of the hand or wrist is sufficient to sprinkle each _ 
hill nicely. We gave the vines a good sprinkling, 
and the bugs have troubled them but little since. 
About a week after we went over the piece again, 
sprinkling only those vines where the bugs were 
somewnat numerous, and we anticipate no more 
trouble from them. Some claim, and it looks 
reasonable, that the longer the green and the plaster 
are mixed before using, the better the results which 
follow. The poison infects the plaster, making it 
also destructive. —/ndependent. 


Beet SuGaR IN CALIFORNIA.—The manufacture 
of beet sugar at Alvarado, {California, is being 
greatly increased. It has proved financially suc- 
cessful, both to the manufacturers and the farmers 
who raise the beets. The latter can net twenty 
dollars an acre profit in raising sugar beets. The 
climate there is such that the seed can be planted 
from March to May, inclusive, and harvesting goes 
on for five months, and the roots can be so easily 
and well kept that they can be worked up for four 
months after harvesting. The manufactory has 
now a capacity for working up eighty tons of beets 
a day, and they are about to erect an additional 
factory capable of treating at least two hundred 
tons of beets a day.—Vick’s Magazine. 


A New ORNAMENTAL TREE.—The Japan Lilac, 
Syringa Japonica, has been raised from seed at the 
Harvard Arboretum, at Cambridge, Massachusetts. 
The seeds were planted in the spring of 1877, and 
some of the trees raised from thém bloomed for the 
first time last summer. These trees have already 
attained a height of fifteen or sixteen feet, with a 
straight, clean stem covered with thin, smooth, 
light-colored red bark, similar to that of a thrifty 
young cherry tree. The leaves are five or six inches 
in length, accuminate, wedge-shaped at the base, 
coriaceous. The flowers are small and white, and 
are borne in immense panicles, eighteen inches to 
two feet in length and three-fourths as broad, 
These panicles are borne in profusion and the 
flowers open during the first week in July and re- 
main in bloom a long time. 

The tree is considered perfectly hardy here, and 
grows rapidly. What height it will attain is not 
certainly known. It promises to be a splendid orna- 
mental tree for thiscountry. The time of its bloom- 
ing is later than that of most other trees and 
shrubs, and this feature gives it additional value.— 
Vick's Magazine. 
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One is your Master, even Christ; and all ye 
are brethren. —Ma#t. xxiii. 8. 
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PHILADELPHIA, SEVENTH MO. 1, 1886. 


MINISTERIAL SUPPORT.—The desire of a corres- 
pondent, expressed in our last’ number, for more 
unity in the work of the Society of Friends, is one 
with which we are in hearty sympathy. But, in. 
stead of the uniformity which prevailed fifty years 
ago, many things are now being called in question. 
To quote some plain words from the Jnterchange : 


‘¢ The spectacle presented by a small portion of 
our Society to-day is that of people who, subtract- 
ing from Quakerism nearly all that constituted its 
special reason for existence, add on to it those 
things that have been hindrances and barriers to 
spiritual progress in other denominations. 

‘¢ To judge by the actions of some of our roth 
century Quakers, one would almost expect to find 
in their Bibles: 

‘¢¢ Add to your faith ordinances, and to ordi- 
nances, titles; and to titles, salaries; and to sala- 
ries, suppression of smaller gifts. If these things 
be in you and abound, they make you that ye shall 
neither be barren nor unfruitful in the—’ but we 


have to leave the verse unfinished, not clearly see- |: 


ing the result. And again we should also have to 
read somewhat as follows to suit the present condi- 
tion: ‘ Whatsoever things are of old standing, 
whatsoever things were in good report, if there be 
any custom, if there be any affirmation of spiritual 
truth, think not on these things.’’’ 

While this is the case, is it possible rightly to 
avoid discussion, even when a marked difference 
of judgment obliges it to take somewhat of the 
character of controversy? Again and again we 
feel compelled to urge, that ‘‘ speaking the truth 
in love’’ ought to help, not hurt, the cause, not 
only of truth but of Christian fraternity and united 
strength. 

The question of ordinances in the Society of 
Friends has been, except in one Yearly Meeting, 
after a painful reopening, set at rest, in a way that 
may be expected to last at least fora generation. Not 
less important, however, is the subject of ministry ; 
and in regard to this there are signs of a move- 
ment, partly spontaneous and in part concerted 
and deliberate, to alter essentially the principles as 
wellas the practice hitherto characteristic of Friends. 
Indications of this movement may be clearly seen 
in the pages of the Christian Worker : 

‘* One of the questions arising out of the changes 
amongst Friends to which we have so often referred 
is that of the ministry,—preparation for it, the 
meeting of supply and demand, and its proper 
support. 

‘* Successful evangelization brings a demand. for 
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pastoral work. Neither the sheep nor. lambs can 


be taken care of without undershepherds. These 
may be in a measure supplied by pastors from 
among the fathers and mothers who are not minis- 
ters. But there is a growing conviction that this 
gift needs a better development in ministers and a 
fuller recognition in the church. Many meetings 
feel a pressing need of such a gift, and regard it as 
almost indispensable to their prosperity and growth. 
It must be apparent to all that this question is one 
that must be met and disposed of; we do well if 


we intelligently, courageously and prayerfully lay 
hold of it.’’ 


Undoubtedly, this is a question which must be 
now met and disposed of; may it be indeed done 
‘¢intelligently, courageously and prayerfully.” 
Formerly, the presumption was, that whatever has 
been was right ; now, there appears to be a need to 
avoid presuming fhat all that hasbeen in the past 
history of the Society was wrong. Some of our 
readers who do not see the Christian Worker may 
hardly be aware that this question calls for present 
open discussion. On their account it seems best to 
cite a few more sentences, either editorial or editori- 
ally endorsed, from that paper : 


‘¢A man’s natural and unquestionable obliga- 
tion, is to maintain his family. If, according to 
our present system, he finds himself encumbered 
with the cares and toils of a worldly calling, and at 
the same time intrusted with a gift to preach, how 
can he be sure that his family will not suffer in the 
unsettlement of his business and removal to another 
field, unless the church is prepared to offer some 
guaranty for his support? This test of faith is 
greater than most men are able to meet, as obser- 
vation proves. So we have come to be a church of 
evangelists in our ministry, going out, with a few 
notable exceptions, in the intervals that can be 
spared from the farm or the counting house.” 

‘*On the other hand our system has been such 
as to disparage and fail to encourage and develope 
the fasioral gift in ministers. Our long line of 
practice and training in opposition to a systematic 
preparation for ministerial work, to the definite 
study of sermons, to an entire dedication of one’s 
whole time to the ministry ; our teaching that min- 
isters should have secular business when at home 
and be supported only when they travel; our fear 
of having leaders of the people chosen from their 
ranks, and of recognizing the special call of certain 
ministers to the pastoral office—all these conditions 
tended to leave this gift in the minister neglected, 
to leave it largely unrecognized and undeveloped. 
When such gifts have found practical exercise it 
has been in spite of and not in consequence of our 


teaching.” 

Stil) more outspoken is the language of an article 
in the same journal, on ‘‘ The Business Side of the 
Ministry.” It begins thus: ‘‘ The work of the 
ministry is intensely spiritual. But ministerial work 
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has an emphatic business side, and must submit to 
wise business felations, profit and loss having a just 
rating. In these perilous times, when the cause of 
truth and that of error seem to hang in desperate 
even balance, effectiveness, power to win is the de- 
sirable quality in the minister; so that all ministers 
should humbly, honestly but heroically seek to 
make their work effective.” This last statement is 
certainly true; the great question is, how is such 
effectiveness to be best secured? We believe the 
New Testament order to be the one for this result ; 
and that the principles hitherto recognized in the 
Society of Friends concerning ministry are the 
nearest approach to the embodiment of that order 
yet attempted in modern times. Whether any 
freer and bolder adaptation of those principles to 
the circumstances of our day and country be or be. 
not now required, is an open and important ques- 
tion. Let us quote farther the article on the ‘* busi- 
ness side :’” 


‘The amount of sin a minister can destroy, and 
righteousness he can establish should measure his 
spiritual and commercial value to the church. A 
minister must be frofitable, or go at a low rating. 
But the church that receives the continued, unre- 
quited, valuable services of a consecrated minister, 
is doing as unjust a thing as the farmer, merchant 
or manufacturer who refuses to pay his hands for 
honest toil.” 

‘* As soon as the matter becomes one of religious 
investment, looking to effectiveness or profitable- 
ness, then the church should, in all propriety and 
care for its own interests, step to the front and say, 
‘we can use thee to a better advantage in gospel 
or pastoral work than at the plow or tent-making.’ 
And it is doubtful whether any one should be re- 
corded in the full sense as a minister, until these 
conditions are met. It is not a question as to 
whether or not ministers should labor for their own 
support, it is a question as to whether the church 
can afford to allow it.” 

‘« The question is purely a business one, and can 
only be settled on business principles. The spiritual 
department of Quakerism is the best in the world, 
and is only out of joint where irregular business 
pushes it out.’? 

‘The need of our Society now is the pastor, of 
whom we have but very few, and with all but little 
or no arrangements to utilize those we have, and, be- 
sides, a very hurtful prejudice with many against 

ing any arrangements. 

‘Friends must be disabused of this prejudice, 
and some business system must be adopted that will 
make it possible, and even secure, for God's anoint- 
ed ones to come forth in this essential department 
of religious work, and serve the Lord and the 
church with profit.’’ 


We believe that no injustice is done to the in- 
tention of the writers in the above citations ; but 


farther consideration of their subject must be re- 
served for another time. 


CorRECTION.—Last week, in our brief reference 
to London Yearly Meeting, it was inadvertently 
said that no Epistle would go this year from that 
body to Canada. This should have been said in- 
stead of Dubin Yearly Meeting. An Epistle from 
London to Canada Yearly Meeting was prepared 
and approved as usual. 

As Dublin Yearly Meeting occurred before that 
of London, we present this week an abstract of the 
proceedings of the former body ; reserving those of 
London for our next number. 


FRIENDS’ First-pay SCHOOL ASSOCIATION, of 
Philadelphia.—The printed Proceedings of this 
year’s annual meeting may now be obtained on ap- 
plication to F. A. Sniffen, at Friends’ Institute, 
1316 Filbert Street, Philada. 


FRIENDS’ REVIEW. 


NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS. 


As we are near the end of the thirty-ninth 
volume, we will now renew for the cofing year 
the same offer we made at the beginning of the 
present volume. It is this: To each present sub- 
scriber who will secure one or more new subscribers 
for the coming or fortieth volume and remit pay- 
ment i” advance, we will send the Friends’ Review 
for one year to him and the new subscriber or sub- 
scribers at one dollar and fifty cents each. Furfther- 
more, to each old subscriber that may secure at the 
above rate more than one new one, on all the new 
subscribers except one, we will allow a commission 
of twenty five cents each. That is, he can remit to 
us three dollars for himself and one new subscriber, 
and in addition one dollar and twenty-five cents 
each, for the rest of the new subscribers. Our sub- 
scription list has considerably increased during the 
past year, but it is our aim and hope to do still 
better the coming year. 

To this end we would ask all our friends to help 
us. The first number of the next volume will be 
dated Eighth month 5, 1886, and we would request 
that the names of new subscribers be sent at an 
early day, in order to enable us intelligently to 
make arrangements for printing the-number of 
copies that will be required. Sample copies are fur- 
nished on application. FRANKLIN E. PAIGE, 

Publisher. 


MARRIED. 
HUTCHINSON—PHELPS.— At Reading, Mich, 
Paul, son of Charles and Elizabeth Hutchinson, of 
Des Moines, [a., and Alice Edwards, daughter of J. 
F, Phelps, of Reading, Sixth mo, 2d, 1886, 
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DIED. 


JAMES.—Sixth mo. gth, 1886, at the residence of 
her brother-in-law, J. G. Hunt, near Martinsville, 
Clinton county, Ohio, Lydia M. James, aged 41 years; 
a member of Newberry Monthly Meeting. 

She lived an exemplary life. The day before her 
death she said, “ All is well,.what more can we ask ?” 





THE INTERNATIONAL LESSON. 


THIRD QUARTER. 
Lesson rt. 
JESUS THE GOOD SHEPHERD. 


Seventh month 11th, 1886, 

John x, 1—18, 

Gotprn Text.—I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd 
giveth his life for the sheep.. John x, 11. 

The scene of this lesson is still at Jerusalem, soon 
after the Feast of Tabernacles, and about six 
months before the crucifixion. It is in three parts, 
and we shall best understand it by taking up those 
parts one by one. 

The first six verses have reference primarily to 
the Pharisees, whose conduct in expelling the man 
who had been born blind from the synagogue, 
seems to have given rise to the discourse. 

1. Verily, verily I say unto you. **To you 
Pharisees, who have just expelled this poor sheep 
from your fold, you who ought to be shepherds of 
the flock, but who refusing Me, the one door, are 
become ‘ blind guides’ and false shepherds.”” See 
ch, ix. v. 41 and ch. x. v. 6. He that entereth 
not by the door into the sheepfold. ‘* A sheepfold 
in the East is a mere enclosure, surrounded by a 


wall of loose stones, with thorn bushes upon the 
top, or a palisade, and is usually an effectual bar- 


rier against the wolves. The door consists of a 
few sticks laid across the entrance, and here the 
shepherd and his dog watch all night.’—Van 
Lengep. ‘‘The sheep are brought into it in the 
evening, several flocks being generally assembled 
within it. The shepherds, after committing them 
to the care of a common keeper, the porter, who is 
charged with their safe keeping during the night, 
retire to their homes. In the morning they return, 
and knock at the closely-barred door of the en- 
closure, which the porter opens. They then sepa- 
rate each his own sheep, by calling them ; and after 
having thus collected their flocks, lead them to the 
pastures. As to robbers, it is by scaling the wall 
that they penetrate into the fold.’’— Godet, in Pelou- 
bet’s Notes. ‘The fact which Jesus here stated was 
consequently well known to the Pharisees in con- 
nection with outward sheepfolds, though they did 
not at all see in what way it applied to themselves. 

2. He that entereth in by the door is the shepherd 
(better, 2 shepherd) of the sheep. This is the test 
of the true shepherd. ‘‘ The door” is God’s ap- 
pointed way of entrance into His church. In the 
old dispensation it meant obedience to the divine 
commands, including offering the sacrifices that 
were ordained for sin, and a looking forward by 
faith to the promised Messiah, who to them, as to 
us, was ‘‘ the door.” He pre-eminently entered in 
by the door, by His life of perfect obedience to the 
will of God, and by entering in at the door of death 


THB FRIENDS’ 


REVIEW. 


for us, and thus became Ae Shepherd of the sheep. 
Taken in another way, we may draw fhe lesson that 
he who has known the experience of entering in by 
the one door, Christ Jesus, becomes thereby able to 
teach and shepherd others. 

3. Zo him the porter openeth The Holy Spirit 
is especially He who opens the door to the shep- 
herds. See Acts xiv. 27; xvi. 6,7. And the sheep 
hear his voice. Hear, that is, in the sense of obey, 
in which sense it is frequently used by Christ. See 
Mark iv. 24; Matt. xviii. 17, &c. And he calleth 
his own sheep by name. Anather sign of a true 
shepherd. He will be one who knows his sheep 
personally, not simply as a flock, but each one in. 
dividually by its name. An ordinary observer sees 
very little difference in a flock of sheep, but the 
shepherd knows the face of every one. So Christ 
knows His sheep. And leadeth them out—i. ¢., to 
the green pastures. How different: is this lovely 
description from that rough treatment of the poor 
blind man by the Pharisees. See ch. ix. 34. 

4. And when he putteth forth his own sheep. (n 
this verse Christ is still carrying out the contrast 
between the behaviour of a true shepherd and that 
of these blind guides. See Matt. xxiii. 13, &c., 
which was spoken a few months later, probably to 
these same Pharisees. It is also of the greatest 
comfort to us in our position as sheep of the good 
Shepherd. When He puts us forth, whether into 
work for Him or into any new condition amongst 
our fellow men, He Himself goes before us, ‘‘ even 
as the Eastern shepherd to this day goes before his 
flock, leading, not driving, the sheep, and keeping 
them near him through their recognition of his 
voice.” —Schaff. ‘‘ The shepherd goes before ; not 
merely to point out the way, but to see that it is 
practicable and safe.” —W. 4. Thompson. 


5. Anda stranger wiil they not follow, but will 
flee from him. ‘Though true of sheep, this is un- 
fortunately not true of Christians—we do, alas! too 
often, follow the voice of the stranger, and hence 
arises most of the uncertainty and difficulty which 
we complain of in distinguishing between the voice 
of the stranger and that of the Shepherd. 

6. But they understood not. ‘The Pharisees to 
whom it was addressed failed to find any connection 
between the familiar facts mentioned by Christ and 
their own circumstances. 

in verses 7 to 10 Christ gives the first explana- 
tion of the allegory, applying the words about the 
door to Himself, that they might understand that 
in refusing Him they were cutting themselves off 
from the position of shepherds, and taking up that 
of thieves and robbers. 

7. I amthe door of the sheep. Cf. v.1. ‘*The 
shepherds and sheep goin and out of the fold by 
the same door, and Christ is that door.’’—A/ford. 
One of the early fathers says, ‘‘ By His going He 
became the Way ”—so by His entering in, He be- 
came the Door. See ch. xiv. 6; Eph. ii. 18. 

8. .4i/ that ever came before me. The idea con- 
veyed is—all those who attempted to introduce 
any other way of salvation than that through God’s 
promised Messiah. Besides the false Messiahs who 
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appeared in Jewish history, it must embrace all 
who substituted other principles of national life for 
those which God had laid down. ‘Such had long 
been the practical effect of the teachings of the 
Pharisees and Sadducees.”” Are thieves and rob- 
bers. Seev.1. They are thieves, because they 
rob God of His sheep, and they rob the sheep also 
of the salvation which God has provided for them. 

9. By me if any man enter in. See Acts iv 12; 
I Pet. iii. 18; Heb. vii. 25 ; John xiv. 6. The al- 
lusion here is evidently to the entering into the 
kingdom. We enter -in by Christ when we trust 
Him to forgive us and to save us. He shall be 
saved. Here is Christ’s own promise of salvation. 
Safety from the devil, who as a roaring lion goeth 
about seeking whom he may destroy—safety from 
all our sins and temptations is to be found in His 
fold, but we cannot experience it unless we enter 
in. Looking in and wishing we were in will not 
save us—we must go in by Christ the door ; that is, 
we must commit ourselves to Him and let Him save 
us. And shall go in and out, and find pasture— 
t. é., Shall henceforth belong to My flock and go in 
and out with them. 

10. The thief cometh not but to stear and to kill 
and to destroy. This was the avowed object of the 
sheep stealer, and though would-be soul shepherds 
who present some other plan for salvation than that 
through Jesus Christ would certainly make no such 
avowals the results of their methods are the same. 
Iam come that they might have life. ‘The thief 


cometh to kill. I am come to give Uife.’’ And that 
they might have it more abundantly. This abundant 
life which Christ came to give means abundance of 
righteousness, grace, strength, patience, faith, joy, 


love—it means, in short, great riches. 
should we ever be poor? 

In verses 11—18 Christ again explains the para- 
ble—this time making use of a new simile. In 
place of ‘‘the door’’ which might seem, perhaps, 
a somewhat dead thing, He now reveals Himself as 
‘¢ the Shepherd.” 

11. J am the good Shepherd. We may study 
everything which the Bible says as to shepherds. 
Ps. xxiii. ; Ez. xxxiv., &c., and safely’apply all that 
is good in them to our good Shepherd. See Heb. 
xiii. 20; I Pet. ii. 25. Zhe good shepherd giveth 
his life for the sheep. R. V. ** Layeth down his 
life.’’ ‘‘In Palestine, at any moment sheep are 
liable to be swept away by some mountain-torrent, 
or carried off by hill-robbers, or torn by wolves. 
Inst. I Sam. xvii. 34—37. Every hour of the shep- 
herd’s life is risk. Pitiless showers, driving snows, 
long hours of thirst, —all this he must endure if the 
flock is to be kept at all... W. Robertson. 
Thus Jesus laid down His life, not merely in dying, 
but His whole life long, for the sheep. 


12. But that is an hireling and not the shepherd. 
R. V. ‘* He that is a hireling and not a shepherd.” 
‘* A hireling ” means one who takes care of the 
sheep, not for the sake of the sheep, but asa means 
of gaining money, reputation, or earthly glory. 
Seeth the wolf coming. In sucha case the mo- 
ment the danger of losing these objects arises the 


Why, then, 
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hireling fleeth. And the wolf catcheth them. R. V. 
‘« The wolf snatcheth them.” 

13. Because he is an hireling, and careth not for 
the sheep. The difference is one cares most for 
himself, the other cares most for the sheep. Each 
holds on to what he cares most for. 

14. And know my sheep, and am known of mine. 
In this verse and in the next Christ gives us the 
reason why He laid down His life for us. He knew 
the sheep perfectly in all their foolishness and 
weakness. He also knew His Father in His perfect 
righteousness and holiness, and with this double 
knowledge He knew that the only means of bring- 
ing the sheep back to His Father was for Him to 
lay down His life for them. The R. V. punctuates 
it thus: ‘‘ I know Mine own, and Mine own know 
Me, even as the Father knoweth Me and I know 
the Father.” This does not militate against the 
above explanation, but it does show us glimpses of 
a marvellous closeness of communion which our 
Lord intends shall exist between Himself and His 
sheep. Cf. John xvii. 21. 

16. And other sheep 1 have, which are not of 
this fold. The Gentiles, who were as yet scattered 
without fold or shepherd. And there shall be one 
fold and one shepherd. Better with the R. V. 
*¢ One flock and oneshepherd.’’ Not one outward 
visible fold, but one true flock. 

17. Therefore doth my Father love me, &¢. 
Because Christ was so perfectly at one with the 
Father in His love for the sheep and in the spirit 
of self-sacrifice for them. 

18. No mantakethit fromme. Cf. Matt. xxvi. 53, 
and Luke xxiii. 46. Chrits’s death up to the last 
moment was perfectly voluntary, nothing ‘but love 
compelled Him to it. Love and the knowledge 
that no other means would avail to save the sheep. 
This commandment have I received of my Father. 
Though voluntary, it was in harmony with His 
Father’s expressed will. 


PRACTICAL THOUGHTS. 


1. Christ is the Door of the Sheep. He is the 
only way which has been revealed whereby we may 
enter into the blessings of the divine life. He is 
also a door which shuts out the enemies and shuts 
us in to a life of holiness and blessing. 

2. Christ is the good Shepherd. He does far 
more for the sheep than merely to stay in one place 
as a door of entrance. The sheep are lost and 
could never find the way back to the door, but, as 
the Shepherd, He goes after them till He finds 
them, and after He has found them He leads and 
guides them continually. 

3. We are the sheep, we are helpless, ‘ignor- 
ant, foolish and’ lost without the good Shepherd. 
Let us then leave off trying to save, or guide, or 
take care of ourselves, and trust Him only and 
fully. 

. We in our turn shall be made shepherds, each 
over some sheep. If we have entered by the door 
God has at least two or three sheep for us to look 
after. Let us follow the good Shepherd and be like 
Him in taking care of the sheep. 
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HAVERFORD COLLEGE CLOSING EXER- 


The Latin Salutatory, delivered by Jennie M. Perry, 
CISES. 


of Rhode Island, was an excellent production. 

Mary A. Chace, in an article on “ Literary Dissipa- 
tion,” offered some well timed strictures on the worth- 
less reading which is one of the evils of the day. 

Alice B. Crowell, in “Glimpses into Back Windows,” 
made some excellent suggestions: “Our front windows 
too often show what we would have the world think 
of us; our back windows, too often indicate the true 
state of our homes.” It was an eminently practical 
essay. 

In an essay entitled ‘‘ Then and Now,” Hannah M, 
Davis favorably contrasted the comforts and advant- 
ages of to-day, with the deprivations and discomforts 
of past ages. 

Anna W. Small, in an essay on *‘ Hindoo Reforma- 
tion,” pictured the advances made in Hindoo Theology, 
as an indication that a more glorions advance in the 
future awaits India. 

“ History in Stone,” by Alice M. Johnson, was an 
able geological essay evidencing much research and 
depth of thought. 

A German essay entitled, “ Das Madchen Von Or- 
leans,” followed, by Lottie A.Slocum, — 

“ How We Kept the Classics,” by Eva M, Philbrook, 
told of the mission of the monks in centuries long 
passed away. 

“The Parthenon at Athens,” by Nettie L. Winslow, 
was an excellent word picture of the massive remains 
on the Acropolis that tell us with unspoken utterance 

“’Tis Greece—but living Greece no more.” 

“ Where Shall We Live?” by Annie G, Earle, com- 
pared city with country life. The essayist is a disciple 
of that pure faith which believes 


*‘God made the country, . 
But man made the town,” 


On the evening of Sixth month 17th, the public 
meeting of the Haverford Loganian Society was held 
in Alumni Hall. The President of the Society, Prof. 
Seth K. Gifford, A.M., delivered the annual address. 
The following addresses also were spoken: A Modern 
Invasion, Barker Newhall; Thomas A’Becket, F. W. 
Norris, Jr.; We Study: Ancient Classics, Why? F. L. 
Young ; Savonarola, J. P. Nields. 

The annual public meeting of the Alumni Associa- 
tion was held on the evening of Sixth month 2its. 
Alden Sampson, A.M., read an address entitled “A 
Study from Milton ;” giving a scholarly analysis of the 
poet’s literary work, especially his sonnets, as illustrat- 
ing his character as a man,in connection with the cir- 
cumstances of his life. 

Commencement occurred on Third day, Sixth month 
22nd. Rainy weather lessened somewhat the number 
of visitors in attendance, and a shadow of sorrow 
abhted the usual joy of such an occasion, on account 
of the death, after a week’s illness, of a member of 
the Freshman class, Samuel B. Morris, of German- 
town, Phila. Allusion to this event was fitly made 
by the acting President, Pliny E. Chase, LL.D., and 
in a solemn and feeling prayer offered by John B. 
Garrett at the opening of the exercises, The pro- 
gramme was as follows: 

Latin Salutatory by Edward Dorland Wadsworth ; 
Oration by Horace E. Smith, “ Napoleon Bonaparte ;” 
Jonathan Dickinson, Jr., “Socialism in America ;” 
Guy Roche Johnson, “ Clapp-Griffith Process ;” Wil- 
fred Walton White, “ History in Art ;” Valedictory by 
T. Wade Betts; Baccalaureate Address by James 
Wood, A.M., of Mt. Kisco, N. Y. 

The following degrees were conferred: Master of 
Aris—Isaac Thorne Johnson, Class of 1881, “Ameri- 
can History ;” Rufus Matthew Jones, Class of 1885, 
“American History ;” Joseph Lybrand Markley, Class 
of 1885, “Practical Astronomy.” Bachelor of Arts— 
Jonathan Dickinson, Jr., Poughkeepsie, N. Y.; Alex- 
ander Harvey Scott, Philadelphia; Horace Eugene 
Smith, Philadelphia; Edward Dorlard Wadsworth, 
Hallowell, Me. Bachelor of Science—Thomas Wade 
Betts, Wilmington, O.; Guy Roche Johnson, Long- 
dale, Va.; William Stuart McFarland, Mt. Laurel, 
N. J.; Israel Morris, Jr., Philadelphia; William Paul 
Morris, Philadelphia; Alfred Mott Underhill, Jr., 
Poughkeepsie, N. Y.; Wilfred Walton White, Rays- 
ville, Ind. First Scholar in the Classical Section, 
Jonathan Dickinson, Jr. First Scholar in the Scien- 
tific Section, Guy Roche Johnson. 

The honorary degree of LL.D. was bestowed upon 
President Edward H. Magill, of Swarthmore Colleze. 












































Winona B, Crewe, in an essay on a “ Roman Lady,” 
pictured the life of a matron of patrician Rome in the 
day of the glory of that Empire. 

“The Children’s Crusade,” by Mamie E. Wood, 
rehearsed the story of the well meant zeal of the 
children to deliver Jerusalem from the Moslem yoke, 

“Model Maids,” by Bell H. Thomas (the last essay), 
was bright and sprightly in style, and elicited univer- 
sal applause; especially its closing eulogium of New 
England, as producing the noblest of mothers, the best 
of wives, and the most glorious of old maids, 

It has been our privilege to listen to many valedic- 
tories, but certainly neverto one exceeding in excel- 
lence of delivery, beauty of composition and depth of 
feeling that delivered by Alice F. Mayberry, of Wind- 
ham Centre, Maine. 

When the diplomas were delivered to the graduates 
the usual parting address followed by Principal Au- 
gustine Jones, embodying faithful practical counsel in 
a few well chosen words, and a fervent hope that in 
the better world above those now to separate might 
meet to part no more, WILLIAM JACOB, 




























FRIENDS’ BOARDING SCHOOL, PROVI- 
DENCE, R. I. 

_The commertcement exercises which took place 
Sixth month 22nd, 1886. were as usual of a very high 
order, The weather was all that could be desired 
and the audience numbered some of the most prom- 
inent members of the New England Yearly Meeting, 
from various States, 

The familiar features of Elizabeth Fry and John 
Bright, in marble, and the still more familiar portraits 
of John G. Whittier and our late dear Sybil Jones, 
lent additional attractions to the occasion. As the 
graduating class of 14 young ladies entered Alumni 
Hall, the scholars arose and recited the 121st Psalm 
with fine effect. At the close of this exercise prayer 
was offered by M. M. Binford, of Lynn, Mass, 








In these times of conflict of opinion and of con- 
troversy, the marginal reading in the Revised Ver- 
sion of Col. iii. 15 may usefully be called to mind, 
‘* Let the peace of God arbitrate in your hearts.” 
Peace from God, through Christ, will preserve the 
heart from the heat of parties, and from self-origi- 
nated passion and prejudice. It will pass judgment 
as an impartial arbitrator amidst conflicting differ- 
ences. It will mediate wisely, form opinions tran- 
quilly, and look at all sides of a question.— Zhe 
Christian. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


Brste Hous, Astor Prace, New York, June roth, 1886. 
Editor of the Friends’ Review :—Through some 
misapprehension of statements which the writer had 
the privilege of making at the New York Yearly 
Meeting, your report makes the foreign work of the 
American Bible Society appear too large, and its 
home work too small, Allow me to say, with more 
exactness, that the appropriations for publishing and 
distributing the Scriptures in foreign lands call for an 
expenditure this year of $178,658 ; while during the 
last sixteen years, the Committee on Distribution, of 
which during all that time my friend Augustus Taber 
has been a member, have dedicated about one and 
three-quarter million dollars to that object. A general 
work of exploration and re supply has been going on 
in the United States for several years, Last year 60,000 
homes and 30,000 persons besides, perhaps 330,000 
persons in all, who at the beginning of the year were 
without a copy of the Bible, were sought out and sup- 
lied. In four years visits have been made to nearly 
our million families, and it does one’s heart good to 
know that 335,021 of them, who were living without 
the Bible, were supplied with it through the agency of 
the Society and its auxiliaries, This work, which is in 
addition to very generous provision for Sunday-schools, 
benevolent and reformatory institutions, &c., calls for 
large sympathy and generous contributions, without 
which the present scale of operations must be dwarfed. 
EDWARD W. GILMAN.» 


Wasasu Avsz., Cuicaco, Sixth mo. rgth, 1886- 

Editor Friends’ Review :—I have just observed thy 
quotation, in Review editorial of Sixth mo. 17th, from 
an article of mine in the Christian Worker on Shep- 
herding the Flock. I think the statement “in every 
place” was originally qualified by the word “ almost,” 
which was accidentally left out in the type room, but I 
may not remember correctly. I desire to guard against 
loose statements, and am quite free to confess my 
errors when they have occurred, but as I thoughtfully 
examine the quotation referred to and compare it with 
the facts, I fear it is literally correct. This by no 
means proves that the work of our evangelists was 
spurious, Babes cannot live and grow without care, 
nor are they able to any great extent to take care of 
themselves or one another, It has been presumption 
on our part to expect them to do so, 

“The revival ministry of George Fox and other 
early Friends” appears to have been largely the 
preaching of holiness, and the meetings gathered under 
their ministry were of a more mature type and better 
able to dispense with pastoral care, but the wise over- 
sight of George Fox provided even for these, we are 
told, that some minister should be present with them 
at least in and about London on First-day mornings. 

Most heartily do I share in thy judgment that a 
“ change is needful,” and I believe a Scriptural recog- 
nition of the pastoral gift would supply the deficiency, 
and give permanence to the results of evangelistic 
effort. I say “ Scriptural recognition ;” this does not 
imply that monopoly of all the gifts by one man that 
so many justly fear. The Holy Spirit, who confers 
spiritual gifts upon the Church, certainly intends these 
gifts to be occupied by the membership without in- 
fringement upon each other's rights and privileges. 
How to do this is the practical question, There are 
pastors who shepherd the flock in such a way as to 
encourage every member to active usefulness in the 
line of his calling, and to open the way for it also. I 
know of one instance of this kind where the congrega- 
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tion soon swarmed, and another meeting was set off. 
I am persuaded this would generally be the result if 
the meeting and the pastor correctly apprehended the 
duties of this office. But we shall never learn how 
the relation of the pastor to the meeting is to be rightly 
maintained by ignoring the pastoral gift and work alto- 
ether. 
I could wish for greater breadth upon some of these 
practical questions in our church periodicals. When 
the experiment of pastoral oversight has not proved 
successful, let us find out if possible the reason why ; 
and when it has resulted in the building up of a healthy 
church. Let our columns be open to the under-shep- 
herd of such a church and let him be cordially invited 
to tell our people how he was able to exercise his own 
gift in such a way as to strengthen and develop the 
gifts of others and enlarge the borders of Zion. 
ESTHER TUTTLE PRITCHARD. 
[Referring to our editorial columns of this week and 
next for a further consideration of this subject, we may 
remark here that it has been our conviction that a 
change was needful, not in the principles of Friends 
but in their adaptation, from a measure of traditional 
bondage which prevailed thirty or forty and more years 
ago. Many changes have now occurred, and others are 
proposed ; some of the former are for the better, 
others of them are of doubtful advantage; and we have 
serious fears of still others lately brought into view, es- 
pecially in -regard to settled pastorates, with stated 
pecuniary support.—£Za. Friends’ Review.] 


KERR CITY MONTHLY MEETING, FLORIDA. 

Whitewater Quarterly Meeting, held at Richmond, 
Ind., two weeks ago, granted the request of over forty 
Friends, residing near Lake Kerr, Marion Co., Fla., 
for a Meeting of Worship and a Monthly Meeting at 
that place. Kerr City Monthly Meeting, to be held 
the third Seventh-day of each month, was opened to- 
day. Two of the committee appointed to have charge 
of the opening were present—Eli Jay from Richmond, 
Ind, and Thomas B. Pearson from Archer, Fla, 
Three other Friends from Archer and one from Tan- 
gerine, Fla., were also very acceptably in attendance. 

The opening of this meeting was felt by all present 
to be an interesting occasion—one in which we en- 
tered into the responsibility of the undertaking, re- 
joicing together in the privileges and blessings of the 
Gospel of Christ, and having a rich feast in the unity 
and fellowship that prevailed amongst us; all of 
which were thankfully acknowledged as from the 
great Head of the Church, 

The outlook for this meeting appears very promis- 
ing. When certificates are brought by all the Friends 
now there and soon to come, the membership will be 
about fifty. Many others are looking towards —— 
either permanent or winter homes at this place, an 
the prospect is encouraging for a good-sized meeting. 
The applicants for the meeting were from six different 
Yearly Meetings—London, New England, Ohio, Indi- 
ana, Western and Iowa. Two recorded ministers are 
among them—Joseph Stanley, formerly of Damascus 
Quarterly Meeting, Ohio, and Mary A. Hammond, of 
Adrian Quarterly Meeting, Mich. There is an excel- 
lent feeling towards Friends and their work on the 
part of the neighboring people not members, 

Kerr City is situated on high, rolling land adjoining 
the beautiful Lake Kerr. It is eight miles from Nor- 
walk Landing, on the St. Johns River, one hundred 
miles above Jacksonville. The nearness to the river 
makes the place easy of access, The location is a 
healthy one, the land near the lake quite fertile and 
the pine lands in the vicinity desirable for homes 
and can be had at moderate prices, The mail facilities 









are good and the proprietors and citizens of the town 
are arranging to establish a good school to commence 
the coming autumn, which, while free to residents, 
shall attract students from other places by offering 
superior opportunities to pursue the more advanced 
branches of study. 

The attention of Friends desiring homes in a mild 
chimate and a healthy location is especially invited to 
this place as one where they can also have congenial 
religious associations and good educational advant- 
ages, For further information address J. B. Swan, at 
this place, or R. B. Henley, at Carthage, Ind., till 
Tenth month roth next. ELI JAY. 
Kerr City, Fla., Sixth month rgth, 1886. 





























A Box FOR JAPAN.—The Women Friends’ Foreign 
Missionary Association of Philadelphia, wish to revive 
in the minds of Friends their intention of sending a 
box to Japan in the Ninth month, and invite contri- 
butions of articles, or money wherewith to purchase 
articles for the box. We are informed that work bags, 
pictures for scrap books, zephyr work begun, and 
zephyr for knitting or crochet work will be acceptable. 
Woolens and woolen goods are particularly appre- 
ciated by the Japanese who prefer these to silk mater- 
ials of which they have abundance. Articles may be 
sent at any time to 1214 Arch Street, and money to 
R. N. Taylor. Treasurer, 3304 Baring St., Phila. 


—- o> -—____—____ 


ROBERT AND MARY MOFFAT. 














The (London) Friend has lately contained a 
long but interesting review of the lives of these 
eminent missionaries. Their renown was perhaps 
somewhat extended by their daughter being mar- 
ried to David Livingstone; but their working 
energy, ‘‘ patience of hope,” and final success, 
were truly admirable. For ten years they labored 
and waited iri South Africa without a single con- 
vert. Yet they did not falter, and at last the harvest 
came. We extract a few passages from the above 
mentioned review. In regard to a visit to Eng- 
land, it is said : 

‘**In one sense it was not a question of going 
home, but of leaving it. It was about fifty years 
since Robert and Mary Moffat had entered upon 

























these years had been spent in the house where most 
of their children were born. The shady street with 
church and schools, the surrounding villages all full 
of hearts in which deference and love reigned supe- 
rior to every other consideration, where Ramary 
and Mamary were sure of a respectful welcome 
from all, old and young, and maintained an almost 


which made it hard for them to leave Kuruman.” 


a little ahead of the party. 


mountains of Africa for the last time. 
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their work in Bechuanaland. More than forty of 


absolute rule, though wielding no other sceptre 
than that of gratitude and affection, were things 







All the homely daily incidents of their life had 
become dear. On their journey to the Cape a 
friend met them with a cart and horses (a compara- 
tively luxurious equipage) to take Mary Moffat on 
‘€No,’’ she said, ‘* I 
will stick to my wagon as long as I can.” In June, 
1870, they embarked for England, looking on the 
It is justly 
said of Robert Moffat that ‘‘it falls to the lot of 
few men to have seen such a change in a country, 










and to have taken so large a personal share in 
having brought about that change.’’ And in spite 
of every drawback, and these have been neither few 
nor small, the change is of the nature of passing 
from darkness to light. Christianity has been in- 
troduced into many a desolate region before un- 
named and unthought of, and wherever it has been 
received has brought civilization in its train. 

‘* Moffat lived to see Kaffirland, Basutoland, and 
Natal, occupied by an army, not merely of mission- 
aries, but of missionary societies; while his own 
Bechuanaland is through its length and breadth 
feeling the influences of his work and that of his 
companions, a work which has extended its opera- 
tions to the very bank of the Zambesi River.” 

On reaching Southampton the Moffats were met 
by a daughter, who had not seen her parents for 
twenty-seven years. The work of the loving wife 
and mother was pearly done. She lived to spend 
Christmas in the country in this daughter’s house, 
and not long afterwards, touched by the severity of 
an English winter, after her long residence in a 
warm climate, she took cold, and died at Brixton, 
after a few days’ illness, early in 1871. ‘* For 
fifty-three years I have had her to pray for me!” 
was her husband’s first exclamation after she was 
gone ; and her son says feelingly, after mentioning 
her wide spreading sympathy combined with de- 
voted attention to her home, ‘‘ Her children thank 
God tor such a mother !’’ 





































years, tenderly cared for by his only unmarried 
daughter. They resided first at Brixton, and after- 
wards at Leigh, in Kent, where they found a con- 
genial country home. Of these last years much 
need not be said here. Moffat revisited his early 
haunts in Scotland and the North of England, and 
traveled a good deal, speaking for missionary socie- 
ties; the cause of South Africa was ever near his 
heart and he was arxious to awaken fresh interest in 
the subject, and to strengthen the hands of those 
who were at work in the regions he loved so much. 


















Extract from a Circular Letter. 


LATE in the autumn of 1884 Alder Preparative 
Meeting of Friends, in Union county, Oregon, was 
established by Chehalem Monthly Meeting, a distance 
of over three hundred miles intervening between 
them, Alder is a small village located near the cen- 
tre of the newly settled “ Willowa Valley.” The set- 
tlement has all been made in the last eight years; 
the Indians having possession prior to 1877. 

This is truly a missionary field. There are but 
twenty-four members at Alder, about half of whom 
have joined Friends during the past year, Our con- 
gregations average about seventy-five. As we have 
no house, our only place of meeting is.in the District 
school-house, in the use of which the conflicting ele- 
ments forcibly present to us the necessity of having a 
house of our own. 

Our means are limited, yet we have commenced to 
build a house 30x44 ft., the lumber for which is sawed 
and the foundation is laid. The house will cost, com- 
pleted, twelve hundred dollars, We have nearly five 
hundred dollars contributed. Our own available 
















Robert Moffat survived her more than twelve ° 


means are gone, and now we have to ask our Friends 
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to kindly consider the matter and our condition, and 
if possible send us some assistance, that the work of 
the Lord may go on, and that no reproach may rest 
upon His cause. We are undergoing the privations 
and hardships incident to a pioneer life, but we confi- 
dently believe we will have your sympathy, pecuniary 
assistance and prayers, in this, our extremity. 
All contributions should be sent to Wm. P, Samms, 

Alder, Union county, Oregon. 

Ws. P. SAMMS, 

J. W. CHENOWORTH, 

ISAAC JOHNSON. 


CERTIFICATE, 


We. the undersigned, being personally acquainted 
with Wm. P. Samms, and having confidence in the 
merits of the cause represented by the above-named 
committee, would commend the foregoing letter to 
the careful consideration of Friends. 
Levi GREGorRY, Clerk of Monthly and Q. M. 
JoHN MORGAN, President of Whittier College. 
JOHN H, PICKERING. 

Signed at Salem, Iowa, Eleventh mo. 22d, 1885. 


We, the undersigned, being personally acquainted 
with Wm. P. Samms, and having confidence in the 
merits of the cause represented by him, would com- 
mend the foregoing letter to the careful consideration 


of Friends. 
T. H. VEasy, 
I. JOHNSON, 
JANE VEASY, 
RACHEL WHITACRE, 
Signed at Alder, Oregon, Fifth mo. rath, 1886. 


Building 
Committee. 


From the (London) Christian, 


LAUNCH OUT TO THE SEA. 


Now soft winds are blowing, 
Blue skies are above, 

In full tide is flowing, 
The ocean of love; 

The cry of the Captain 
Rings clear on the lee— 

“Let go the last cable, 
Launch out to the sea !” 


In vain every effort 
And wish to be gone, 
The wind and the tide, 
While a hawser holds on ; 
Bright bird of the waters, 
Caged spirit, be free! 
Let go the last cable, 
Launch out to the sea! 


No wreck for the vessel 
With Jesus to guide; 
Your Captain is ruler 
Of wind and of tide. 
Care not where He steers you, 
Or how it may be— 
Let go the last cable, 
Launch out to the sea! 


To sail in the sunshine 
And breath from above, 
To float on the ocean 
Of limitless love ; 
For ever and ever, 
For ever have we 
Let go the last cable, 


Launched out to the sea! 
Donemana, Ireland. 


J. K. 


REVIEW. 


For Friends’ Review. 


A PETITION. 


Lightly on the violet’s petal 
Rests the freshly fallen dew ; 

On its bright unbroken surface 
Starry beauties rise to view. 


Thus, Father, on our wounded spirit 
May contrition’s tear-drop fall ; 

May Thy image there reflected, 
Whisper, “ Peace, I pardon all,” 


When, at morn, the sun ariseth, 
Lighting earth, the sea, the sky, 
The fair dew-drop is exhaled 
As light breezes wander by. 


Thus, Father, may the peace, the rapture 
Of Thy presence, of Thy love, 
Place the penitential tear drop 


In a bow of hope above. E, R. H. 
Brooklyn, L. I. 


IN JUNE. 


BY GEORGE COOPER, 


Do you see the ruby clusters 
Peeping through the cherry leaves, 
While the mother-swallow musters 
All her brood on sunny eaves? 
Are the emerald meadows dotted 
With the dandelion’s gold ? 
Is the rich blue sky unspotted 
By a single cloudy fold? 
Then ‘tis June. 


Is the robin’s clearer whistle 
Answered by its mate again ? 
Does the purple pluméd thistle 
Sentinel the road and lane? 
Have the apple-blossoms drifted 
Down the fragrant orchard-shade ? 
Does the sun, through light leaves sifted, 
Trace quaint pictures in the glade ? 
Ah! ’tis June. 


Then the cricket’s chirp is shriller, 
And the Katy-did begins; 

Then the noon-day birds grow stiller, 
And the way-side spider spins, 

Then the brook seems to be shrinking, 
Reeds and rushes crowd it so ; 

And by night, the fire flies, winking, 
Gleam like flakes of golden snow! 

Sweet, sweet June! 


— Independent. 
New York City. 


me 


LIFTED OVER. 


As tender mothers, guiding baby steps, 
When places come at which the tiny feet 
Would trip, lift up the little ones in arms 
Of love and set them down beyond the harm, 
So did our Father watch the precious boy 
Led o’er the stones by me who stumbled oft 
Myself, but strove to help my darling on, 
He saw the sweet limbs faltering, and saw 
Rough ways before us, where my arms would fail; 
So reached from heaven, and, lifting the dear child, 
Who smiled in leaving me, he put him down 
Beyond all hurt, beyond my sight, and bade 
Him wait for me! Shall I not, then, be glad 
And, thanking God, press on to overtake ? 
H. H, JACKSON. 





